
Rivers of Warleggan Poetry Day 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday 10 August, 2014 
 

We invite you for a magical day of writing poetry and picnicking  

alongside two of Warleggan Parish's four rivers: the Bedalder, Dewey, Fowey and Sina,  

and at Warleggan Mount Jubilee Hall for writing and sharing.   

The day will be led by Helen Jagger and Margaret Livingston.  

 

Photographers & artists using any media are welcome to join us;  

work will be put together online and as a booklet for downloading. 

 

  



It’s now or never so out I rush, 

Running all the way, arriving 

Just as the rain had stopped. 

 

Go back ! then take the journey slow. 

But sky was watery 

The mud more so. 

 

Looking back through glass I saw, 

In the violet vault of the bluebell wood, 

Stalk sun knives cut loose flashing swathes 

In waterfalls of cobalt light. 

 

by Roger Farnworth 

Programme 

 

Roger Farnworth loved the wildlife and landscape of Warleggan Parish. He was delighted and intrigued 

by the fact that the parish is bounded on all sides by rivers and wanted to celebrate this with people in 

the parish and other lovers of wild spaces. In Roger's name we have planned a Rivers of Warleggan 

Poetry Day alongside two very different rivers, one steeped in woodland, and the other a tiny 

meander of a stream up on the moor close to marvellous old china clay workings. 

 

We will work collaboratively on a form of poetry called Renga, which involves each person 

contributing a few lines to make a whole: more about this will be explained on the day.  There will also 

be time for each person to create their own poems. People are welcome to create their own artworks: 

sketches, collages, paintings, photographs. The poems and artworks will be brought together in a book 

which will be available online for free download. 

 

Everyone is welcome: people who have not previously written poetry but would like to have a go, as 

well as experienced and practising poets.  Children aged 7+ who enjoy writing are welcome. We will 

run separate adults' and children's groups, each led by experienced poets familiar with running 

workshops with adults and children.  Parents can choose to help their children in the children's group, 

or do their own writing in the adult group.  Adults leading the children's group are used to working 

with children and CRB checked. Parents are asked to sign a waiver form. 

 

Time Group A: Adults Group B: Children 

10.30 Meet at Warleggan Jubilee Hall in the village of Mount, PL30 4ES: coffee and tea, registration. 

 

11.00 Cathy Farnworth welcomes and introduces the day. 

Helen Jagger and Margaret Livingston introduce participants to each other, explain the 

activities, and lead some warm-up word games. 

Sign up to car share lists; sign waiver forms; set ground rules. 

 Leave hall in shared cars. The two sites are close to each other so adults can drop children off 

and return to the adults' group. 

11:30 Adults create small group rengas 

about a woodland river. Led by Helen 

Jagger (poet) with input by Pam 

Leppitt (ecologist). Artworks can be 

made.  

Children create poetry about a river bordering 

Cardinham Parish, at Glynn  Valley clayworks near 

Maidenwell. Led by Margaret Livingston (poet) with 

input from Juergen Peter (hydrologist).  Artworks 

can be made. 

13.00 Adults and children meet on pier at Claypit Lake (Glynn Valley clayworks) for a picnic 



14.00 Adults stay on at Claypit Lake to create 

small group rengas. Artworks can be 

made. Led by Helen Jagger with input 

by John Keast (historian). 

Children leave for Warleggan and Mount Jubilee 

Hall. They work on their poetry, write and illustrate 

it for exhibition in the hall andprepare to read it for 

adults' return 

15.00 Adults return to Warleggan Mount 

Jubilee Hall. 

Children read their poems, and show the artworks 

they have made. 

15.30 Adults stay in hall to work to complete 

their small group Rengas, exhibit their 

artworks, work on their own individual 

poems, and prepare to read them. 

Children leave for woodland river bordering 

Cardinham Parish. Led by Margaret Livingston and 

Juergen Peter/ Pam Leppitt. 

16.30 Adults read poems and show artworks Children return to hall. 

17.00 Farewells 

 

Practical Information 
 

Booking  

Please book in advance stating how many adults, how many children want to join each group with 

cathyfarnworth@hotmail.com and indianking@btconnect.com 

 

£10 adults (£5 for residents of Warleggan and adjacent parishes); £2 per child  (to a maximum of £5 

for 3 or more children).  Donations for drinks are appreciated. 

 

Publication 

You are invited to send Helen Jagger a typed version of your own work (and any photographs, copies 

of sketches etc) to indianking@btconnect.com by Friday 29 August 2014 so that she can create a 

booklet with poems and artwork to be shared with all participants.  It will also be submitted to the 

Warleggan Parish website.  If you cannot e-mail it to her, please speak to her on the day and arrange 

to post or deliver it by hand. 

 

Clothing 

In the event of bad weather, the programme may alter, but will probably still go ahead.  Please wear 

appropriate gear for walking on the moor/being by a river in any weather: welly boots/walking 

boots/walking shoes/macs/hats/gloves/walking stick ....! 

 

Workshop guides 

Helen Jagger will lead the poetry of the Adult Group.  She founded and ran The Indian King, 

Camelford's community arts centre, from 1994-2004, after leaving her post as Head of English at Sir 

James Smith's School, Camelford in 1992.  Her poetry has since been published in magazines in the 

U.S., Australia, and the UK.  She's led adult workshops for over 30 years, including current weekly 

workshops for the Indian King Poets in Camelford.  She facilitates the Poetry Society's North Cornwall 

Poetry Stanza and will feature this year on BBC's Countryfile. 

 

Margaret Livingston will run the poetry of the Children's Group.  Along with fellow writer, Gemma 

Dyson, she has run poetry workshops in primary schools across the county, for the National Trust and 

other visitor attractions.  She won the Mslexia poetry competition in 2010, the Plough prize in 2004 

and 2005, and was placed in the National Poetry competition that year.  She knows the area well 

having lived in Cardinham and Mount.  

 

 

 


