
Minutes of Warleggan Parish Meeting 19th February 2013 at the Jubilee Hall, Mount 
 
Important note

 

:  the following is a transcription of the minutes for the above meeting, as 
approved at the meeting following, held on 12th March 2013. Note that this version may yet 
contain errors or omissions, and that the names of those present are not given in this 
transcriptions of minutes (these can be seen in the Parish Clerk’s copy).   In the event of 
any discrepancies, it is the hand-written version held by the Parish Clerk that shall be 
deemed the approved minutes. 

Present / Apologies  -   see Parish Clerk’s copy of the minutes for list of those (19 people) 
recorded as attending, and of the (none) apologies received. 
 
The meeting started with Mrs Phillipps giving a tribute to Mr Roger Farnworth, a man who 
will be greatly missed by his family and Warleggan Parish.  There then followed a minute’s 
silence in tribute to Mr Farnworth. 
 
The minutes of 20th December were read and agreed as a true record, but matters arising 
were to be left to later in the meeting. 
 
Planning application PA12/11403 for the construction of ground floor swimming pool with 
first floor holiday accommodation at Rivermead Farm Two Waters Foot.  It was explained 
that permission for the swimming pool had been granted, however they now wished to utilise 
the area above for holiday accommodation, including for the disabled.  Mrs Phillipps 
explained that she had visited as a result of the first application and regarded it as well kept, 
of high standards and a good tourist site.  We had received no contact from the neighbours 
and regarded it as well screened. Our only concern was noise from those in the swimming 
pool disturbing those in accommodation above;  however we felt this was outside what we 
were being asked to look at.  The application was put to a vote and was unanimously 
supported.  
 
The Clerk then gave a personal recollection of events since the last meeting regarding the 
South Bofindle wind turbine planning application.  Just after the New Year, he was 
contacted by Mr Smeeth regarding a letter from Mr Farnworth on the Cornwall Council 
planning website, which was attributed to Warleggan Parish Council.  Several phone calls 
were made involving Mr Smeeth, Mr Martin, Mrs Phillipps and Mr Farnworth. There appears 
to have been a misunderstanding at the conclusion of the meeting of 20th December, which 
resulted in Mr Farnworth submitting information in the name of Warleggan Parish Meeting, 
but was not asked to do this either by the Chairman or Clerk, but in the interest of free 
speech we were happy for Mr Farnworth as an individual who had some community support 
to submit information that he felt was relevant to the application. 
 
Later in January 2013, the Clerk was contacted by Mrs Devina Pritchard, Principle Planning 
Officer, regarding the South Bofindle Planning Application.  She explained that she had been 
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driving around the vicinity of this site, and did not believe that this application would have a 
significant impact upon the area.  The Environment Agency also supported the application 
and it complied with all areas of local and national planning. She was therefore “minded to 
support” the proposal and requested that we re-examine our objection as there is little to 
stop this application.  We only had a few days to reply. 
 
Mrs Phillipps contacted Parish Committee sub-committee members and it was agreed that 
we would not object to this proposal by wishing it to go before the Planning Committee. This 
policy of the Chairperson discussing matters with committee members following such an 
approach was not uncommon and had been done before.  Mr Farnworth’s death was very 
sad, however following the approach the situation had changed. Mrs Gross was also 
available for comment. 
 
Those present at the meeting then discussed issues raised.  Mr Harrison questioned 
democracy in decision-making and Mrs Wells supported Mrs Phillipps in how she had 
showed grace and dignity throughout, and who had not acted inappropriately. Some themes 
appeared to emerge during the discussion: 
 

1. There appeared to be a training issue of the planning process.  Mrs Watson has 
offered a flowchart. Other areas may be of use. 

2. Breakdown in communication at various stages.  The Clerk felt that a written outline 
of facts would have put Mrs Phillipps in a better position in discussing issues with 
Planning Sub-Committee members.  Other suggestions were for a fax or email.  This 
is to be followed up in the future. 

3. The shortness of time given to the sub-committee affected our ability to debate the 
issues 

4. Not all sub-committee members were aware of the situation and had not 
subsequently responded fully.  

 
Despite all the debate and issues raised, Mrs Watson explained that at Great Tredinith, St 
Neot, where a larger turbine was being applied for, she called this into committee;  however, 
it was passed unanimously and hence as a matter of procedure would not have called this 
into committee.  The Bofindle application is however within an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and will go to committee. 

 
Other business 

1. Ocean Housing for affordable homes development.  All information has been 
withdrawn from the website. 

2. It was agreed that we arrange for drainage holes to  be drilled into the salt bins at 
Crift Corner and Pantersbridge to release the build-up of rainwater within them. 

3. AGM to be on Tuesday April 16th.  We will invite prospective county council 
candidates for this area to the meeting to outline their views, etc. 

END 
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