
Minutes of Warleggan Parish Meeting of 20th December 2012 at the Jubilee Hall, Mount 
 
Important note

 

:  the following is a transcription of the minutes for the above meeting, as 
approved at the meeting following, held on 19th February 2013. Note that this version may 
yet contain errors or omissions, and that the names of those present are not given in this 
transcriptions of minutes (these can be seen in the Parish Clerk’s copy).   In the event of 
any discrepancies, it is the hand-written version held by the Parish Clerk that shall be 
deemed the approved minutes. 

Present / Apologies  -   see Parish Clerk’s copy of the minutes for list of those (28 people) 
recorded as attending, and of the (one) apologies received. 
 
The minutes of 27th November were read and agreed as a true record, with some 
amendments. 
 
 
Matters arising 

1. Unfortunately, Cott Yard at St Neot had flooded before its opening, with significant 
water damage and a lot of repair work and drying out needed. 

2. Mr Smeeth agreed that the £120 as per his original estimate would cover the cost for 
the renovation of the war memorial. 

3. Some concern had been expressed at the previous meeting and on subsequent 
communication between parish members and the planning department over the width 
of the road at the proposed siting of the green metal modular cabinet near Kilmore, 
Mount, for telecommunications.  We were advised that the road is 5.6m wide at this 
site, and the planning department has been advised of this. 

4. An explanation of our expenses has been forwarded as requested in lieu of the 
Cornwall Council grant for our Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  

5. Whilst we had no news regarding Ocean Housing’s plans, some individuals had been 
watching communications between Ms Davina Richards of the Planning Department  
and Ocean Housing.  The Planning Department appear unhappy at the significant 
removal of hedges and that no bat or dormouse survey was undertaken. As the 
survey can only be done between April and November, everything is likely to be on 
hold. 
 
 

Other business 
Planning application PA12/10968 for the “installation of a single small-scale 55 kW wind 
turbine on a 36 m Monopole tubular tower (up to 47 m tip height) with 3 blades and a rotor 
diameter of 19.2 m and associated equipment’ at South Bofindle, Mount.” 
 
Mr Smeeth was given the opportunity to explain the application.  Mr Smeeth initially raised 
the issue of a member of the Planning Sub-Committee strongly canvassing against this 

http://warleggan.wordpress.com/info/parish-meetings/minutes-of-meetings/minutes-2012-11-09-nov/�


proposal and questioned if this was against the Code of Conduct for the standing sub-
committee on points (2), (4), (5), (7) and (11)[ii].  The Parish Clerk read these points of our 
Code of Conduct for officers and sub-committee members, and the chairman came to the 
conclusion that Mr Farnworth should be able to argue his case. 
 
Mr Smeeth accepted this judgment, and proceeded to outline his case, including that it 
would be 1/3 mile to the nearest dwelling in Mount, that an assessment of environmental 
impact is not required, that the age of the applicant is irrelevant for decommissioning, the 
planning officer is recommending its approval, and that local employment would be involved.  
 
Mr Watson raised the issue that no screening opinion had been sought, and spoke generally 
of the impact the ever increasing number of wind turbines were having on the Cornish 
countryside.  A letter from Mrs Adams was read, that had been sent to the Chairman.  Mr 
Farnworth raised several issues including the fear of people being surrounded by turbines, 
that many counties are insisting that turbines must be 1km from villages and yet all of Mount 
is within 900 metres of this application, and that the character of the parish will be destroyed, 
house prices will be affected and that Cornwall Council is reducing the rateable value of 
houses near turbines. The chairman challenged Mr Farnworth  on the last two points as 
being inadmissible.  Mr Farnworth raised further issues of the surveys carried out within the 
parish which were significantly opposed to such developments, and spoke of an internet 
survey, that it would affect tourism, and that there are six errors in the application. 
 
The Planning Sub-Committee then met to discuss the application, and Mr Smeeth left the 
meeting as requested.  Issues raised previously were discussed, as was the possibility that 
housing developments were having a greater impact on the Cornish landscape than wind 
turbines.  A vote was held, and was tied at three for and three against  (see Parish Clerk’s 
copy of the minutes for list of names).  The Chairman used her casting vote against the 
application.  The explanation given on our recommendation form for the Planning 
Department would be that “on the casting vote of the chairman, the decision is to reject”.  
Some members were concerned about some discrepancies within the application;  however, 
it was decided to leave the comment as the above. 
 
 
 
 
 


